
CONTACT INFORMATION : 

SPX School Office:  466 -3361 

Web: www.spxcatholicschool.org  

Email newsletter articles to stensond@lei.org  

**Articles are due on Thursdays at noon**  

School mass will be celebrated  

 Wed, August 25 th  at 8:15 am  

 All are welcome!  

* 8th Grade will plan mass this week.  

* Please note: We have a new start time for 

school massñit now starts at 8:15 am.  

School 

Mass 

Notes:  

Dates to Remember  

8/22 Online Scrip Order due by midnight 
8/24 Back to School Night (Gr 6 -8) 
 6:30 pm in church then school  
8/24 September Lunch Orders due 
8/26 PTO Chairpersons Meeting 
 8:15 am in Church Rooms 3 & 4 
8/27 PTO  Spell-A-Thon Kickoff 
8/31 Back to School Night (Gr K -5) 
 6:30 pm in church then school  
9/6  Labor Day - No School 
9/10 Teacher Friday 
 Dismissal at 1:00/1:15 pm 
9/16 PTO Meeting 
 9:00 am in Church Room 1 & 2 
10/14-15 8th Grade Retreat- St. Meinrad 
10/15 Teacher Friday 
 Dismissal at 1:00/1:15 pm 
10/15  End of First Quarter (44 days) 
10/21 PTO Meeting 
 7:00 pm in Ross Hall 
10/26 Middle School Conferences 
 5:30-8:00 pm in Ross Hall 

Send articles to stensond@lei.org  

                 CONFIDENCE  

The belief that you can succeed.  
 

òI can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.ó 

                                ñ Philippians 4:13 

August  

Gospel 

Value:  

PRINCIPALôS CORNER 
We have gotten off to a great start to our new school year!  The students 

seem eager and pleased to be back with all of their friends.  Teachers have 

planned great activities to help their classes settle back into routines.  And, I donõt 

even want to mention the smiles on the faces of the parents as they drop off their 

children in the morning!  We want to thank everyone for this great start!  With 

everyoneõs cooperation, hard work, and enthusiasm, we will make this the best year 

ever. 
 

Guidelines for student Medication : There are a few reminders that we would like 

to pass on.  If you think your child(ren) will ever need Tylenol or Advil (or their ge-

neric forms), please send the office a bottle in a ziplock bag with your childõs name 

on it  Please include the dosage information for your child on a card inside the bag.  

Archdiocesan regulations prohibit us from giving any school purchased medication to 

the children.  If there is ever any other medication that they must take, either 

prescription or over -the -counter, please follow the same procedure.  Students must 

not keep medications of any kind in their possession (even in their lunchboxes).  
 

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders :  Arrival and Dismissal have run very smoothly so 

far this week.  The entire procedure can be found on Edline, on the right side under 

òContentsó. Thank you so much for this terrific start! There are a few things to 

keep in mind, however.  

× During Arrival,  please pull up all the way to the end of the handicapped park-

ing spaces which are in front of Shalom.   Do this even if you are the only car in 

the line because it is amazing how quickly five or six cars can pull up behind 

you while your child is exiting the car.  We can empty 15 -20 cars at a time if 

we follow this procedure.  

× During Dismissal , please make sure that your children know which pick -up you 

will use each day in order to reduce the number of children wandering around 

looking for your car when you are not even there. It would be best if you had a 

consistent pick -up so the children have a routine to count on.  

× Afternoon Announcements will be made at 2:40 pm .  If you need to an-

nounce a pick-up change for your child, you must call the office by 2:30 to get 

on the list of announcements.  No announcements will be made after 2:40 be-

cause the children canõt hear them due to their preparations for dismissal.  

× If someone from your carpool does not come out, please exit the lot and 

pull back in for the next pick -up.   

× Please stay in your cars. Sometimes the children donõt recognize the car, 

but will know which driver they are looking for.  If you are out of the car, 

they get upset (especially the smaller kids) because they donõt know where to 

go. 
 

PRINCIPALSõ CORNER CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 

At Mass on Wednesday, Father Jim 

read the story of Jesus and the apostles 

getting caught in a terrible storm when they 

were in a boat crossing to the other side of 

the lake.  How did the apostles react to this 

storm?  What did Jesus do?  What did you 

learn from this Gospel story?  

 

Whatõs the buzzzzz...? 

 

Spell - A- Thon 2010  

Kick- off  and Student Celebration  

Friday, August 27th!  



SCHOOL LUNCH BOX  

 

 We hope your students are en-

joying the August hot lunches that are being 

prepared and served by 8th grade 

moms!  They are raising funds for 8th grade 

activities.  
 

The deadline to place orders  

for the September school lunches  

is Tuesday, August 24 at midnight.  

Please send payment in the school lunch enve-

lope provided in last week's folder.  
 

We are always recruiting for volunteers to 

staff our lunch crews!   If you find you have a 

few hours to give please join one of our crews 

by contac t ing  Kath leen Prech te l 

(KMPrechtel@aol.com). 
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Back to School Nights  

 

Parents are invited to join us for Back to School Night which is scheduled for 

Tuesday, August 24th for 6 -8th  grade parents and Tuesday, August 31st  for K -5th  

grade parents.  Parents are invited to a brief presentation in the church beginning 

at 6:30 pm.  Following this presentation, you will be invited to join individual teach-

ers in the school classrooms for a brief overview of the year.  They will also be 

available to answer any general questions you have.  

PRINCIPALSõ CORNER Continued 

 

Attendance Issues : I am sure that most of you saw in the Indianapo-

lis Star or heard on the news that the Public Schools, especially IPS, are getting 

tough on attendance.  IPS will even contact Child Protective Services (CPS) for 

families whose students have 5 -6 unexcused absences or six tardies.  
 

You probably think this is not an issue with SPX. However, when you take your 

child out of school for a vacation or a few long weekends, you get unexcused ab-

sences very quickly.  If your child consistently arrives late to school, tardies 

mount up.  Last year we reported to the state that 38 students (9%) of our en-

rollment had ten or more days of absence (including excused and unexcused).  

Even excused absence contributes to lost learning time for the children; time 

that they cannot get back even if they do the work that accumulates during their 

absence.  Children need to know that coming to school and being on time is not 

optional.  We would like to ask for your help this year to improve our attendance 

figures.  If your child is throwing up, has a temperature of 100 degrees or 

higher, or has been taking an antibiotic for less that 24 hours, then they should 

stay home.  Beyond that, please monitor how sick they are.  Many times they will 

feel better after they are up and at school. Donõt allow them to fall into bad hab-

its because punctuality is a life lesson that they need to know.  
 

Back- To- School- Night  for 6 -8 grades is tomorrow (Tuesday 8/24).  It begins in 

the Church at 6:30 pm.  We are trying a new format this year. Teachers will 

make their presentations in the Church, and we will not have a rotation.  How-

ever, the rooms will be open after our presentations so that you can visit them 

and meet the teachers.  
 

We will have an 8 th  Grade Parent Meeting at 8:00 pm after the presenta-

tions .  We want to be good stewards of your time and not take up another eve-

ning.  We will discuss the great way that they have started the year, the leader-

ship they have shown and will be asked to show, and the 8 th  Grade trip and neces-

sary fundraising activities.   
 

There are many things to do at the beginning of a new year.  Letõs pray for each 

other as we work for the benefit of our children.             ñBill and Theresa                                                     

 

New in 4th, 5th, & 6th Grade Physical Ed Classes  

ROLLER SKATING!  

 

Our Physical Ed teacher, Mrs. Heisserer, is implementing a skating unit 

this fall not only for the emphasis on lifelong activity but also for the 

benefits of balance, coordination, motor skills and an excellent cardio -respiratory 

workout.  The unit will begin on September 8th and end on October 8th and will 

take place during regular P.E. hours.  Your child will be coming home with a permis-

sion slip.  Please send the slip and $7 back with your child by Friday, August, 27 .  

Have You Returned...  

 

V Milk Order form for 2010 -2011 school 

year? 

V Lunch Order & payment for September 

lunches? 

V A note signed giving permission for school 

to allow children to walk home?  

V Immunization record for each child to the 

school office?  See last weekõs newsletter 

for more information. Remember that the 

deadline is September 1st ! 

V Medication and dosage details in baggie 

with childõs name on it? 

Ice Cream Social Thank You  

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who 

participated in the Ice Cream Social!  

We couldnõt have scooped all that ice cream 

without you! We appreciated the families who 

contributed ice cream toppings and we would 

like to extend a special thank you to Brett 

Fisher & the maintenance crew for their assis-

tance!            Sue Kempf and Erin Dorsey  

School Supply Donations Thanks  

 

When ordering school supplies, SPX families 

donated  $242 for St. Philip Neri to purchase 

school supplies.  They are very appreciative of 

your kindness!    

mailto:KMPrechtel@aol.com


SPX Car Magnets  

 

Lost yours?  

Need one for your second car?    

Show your SPX Spirit!   Buy a purple and 

gold SPX car magnet for $3  at SCRIP-TO-

GO on Fridays, at Back to School Nights, 

and at the school office.  

SPX Girls Basketball  

 

Letõs get ready for CYO Girls Basketball! 

Evaluations for this yearõs season will be 

held on Sunday, August 29th  in the SPX 

gym.  Times are as follows:  

 7/8th grade ð 1:00-2:30 pm 

 5/6th grade - 2:30 - 4:00 pm  

 4th grade - 4:00 -5:00 pm  
 

If your daughter has not registered for 

CYO sports for the 2010 -11 school year, 

please go to the Sports Registration sec-

tion on OrgsOnline in Edline.  If you do not 

have access to Edline or if you have ques-

tions, please contact Mark Stenson, SPX 

G i r l ' s  B a s k e t b a l l  C o o r d i n a t o r   

(mhstenson@yahoo.com). 

Volunteer Requirements - Virtus Training  

 

In order to volunteer at the school, three conditions must be met.  Volunteers need to 

sign two forms, one that authorizes a background check (a $16 fee is required) and 

another that certifies you have read the Archdiocesan Child Protection Policy.  You can 

obtain these forms in the school office.  Volunteers also must remember to complete 

Virtus Training.  This includes attending a Virtus Training Session AND completing 

monthly online training bulletins .  For more information on training dates, please  go 

to www.virtus.org and click on òRegistration.ó  To check if your online training bulletins 

are up to date, go to www.virtus.org, log on, and then click the Training tab and then 

òTraining Compliance.ó 

                          Upcoming Virtus Training in the local area : 

Mon, August 23rd - 7:00 pm - St. Christopher  

Tue, August 24th ð 6:30 pm ð St. Mark the Evangelist  

Tue, September 7th ð 6:00 pm ð St. Simon the Apostle  

Sat, September 11th - 9:00 am - St. Lawrence  

Sat, September 18th ð 9:00 am ð St. Joan of Arc  

Sat, September 25th - 9:00 am - Holy Spirit  

Go to Virtus.org to sign up for any of these training dates. Some class sizes are limited.  
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PTO Chairpersons Meeting  

 

The PTO Chairpersonõs Meeting is set for Thursday, August 26th at 8:15 am 

in church meeting rooms 3 & 4.   All PTO Chairpersons are asked to  attend and  receive 

information to assist you in planning your event.   Refreshments will be available, and 

younger children are welcome to attend.  
 

For more information or questions, please contact PTO President, Cathy Nickerson 

(canickerson@sbcglobal.net ). 

SPX Sport Physicals  

 

Sport Physicals are required for SPX stu-

dents to participate in CYO athletics.  

Please check Edline on the CYO Sports 

page (not the link to the CYO Sports web-

site) to make sure that John Ernst, SPX 

Athletic Director, has received your childõs 

sport physical form.  As you might expect, 

this is a large undertaking this time of 

year because he receives several forms 

each evening!  Before contacting him be-

cause you donõt see your childõs name on 

the list, please give him a chance to update 

the list and to get it uploaded on Edline.  

Please check back often!   We will be up-

dating the list several times in the next 

few weeks.  Thank you!  

Thank You to SPX Athletics  

 

Thank you, John Ernst and the SPX Ath-

letic Committee , for all your dedication 

and hard work to organize SPX Sports!  

  We all appreciate your efforts!  

Spell -A-Thon Counts!  
 

How time òbuzzesó by!  Welcome back (for the 5th  year) to our outrageously 

successful Spell -A-Thon.  Spell -A-Thon is the only PTO sponsored fund-

raiser that relies directly on student participation.  
 

Over the past four years our students have spelled their way to earning 

OVER $90,000.00 for SPX!  Spell -A-Thon funds directly impact our school.  

The money òearnedó  while students òlearnó is used by SPX to enhance our 

school programs, equipment and technology!  Every dollar counts, student participation 

counts, and incentives count too!  
 

To make this exciting fundraiser even more thrilling!  We will be giving away over 

$2,000 in participation prizes.   Pledges/donations = $ = A chance to win!  
 

This years Spell -A-Thon Kickoff and Student Celebration is on Friday, August 27 th .  

Student information packets will come home the same day.  Let the fun òbeeógin!  

Questions about Spell -A-Thon?  Please contact Tracy Sanders ( tracyindpls@aol.com ). 

IMPORTANT: SPX Sports Uniforms  

 

The Athletic Committee is missing several SPX sports uniforms from several sports 

teams!  If you have any, please return them as soon as possible to the school office so 

they can be returned to SPX Athletics for the sports teams to use again this year.  

Thank you! 

mailto:mhstenson@yahoo.com
mailto:canickerson@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tracyindpls@aol.com


Youth Ministry  

 

Watch this space  

for Youth Ministry activities!  

Go online to the Youth Ministry web page 

on www.spxparish.org.  Contact Angie Hyre 

with questions (ahyre@spxparish.org).  
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Girl Scouts  

 

All girls are invited to join Girl 

Scouts!   Whether or not you have been in 

GS before, you may join the SPX troop for 

your grade.   Please look for registration 

information to come home soon.   If you 

have any questions, please contact the 

leader of your troop, or Cathy Nickerson, 

S P X  G i r l  S c o u t  O r g a n i z e r 

(canickerson@sbcglobal.net ). 
 

6th  Grade: Troop 1871 - Cathy Nickerson  

  & Sally Ferguson  

5th  Grade: Troop 1943 - Melinda Nash &  

  Audra Kuhn 

4th Grade : Troop 2121 - Lynda Thies      

3rd Grade : Troop 2496 - Mary Schilling -

  Sims 

2nd Grade: Troop 1154 - Amy Murray  

1st Grade : Troop 856 - Kim Wilson 

Kindergarten :  Watch for details about an 

information meeting in September.  

SCRIP has a NEW LOOK!  

 

Check out new on-line ordering system!  

www.shopwithscrip.com   
 

UserID: Use your email address on file as the user name and the default Password: 

scrip123 (Make sure you change it once you log in the first time).   
 

Use your checking account to pay (or check option is still available)  

Order by Sunday night, get your cards on Wednesday!  

Reload option on over two dozen cards!  
 

Our next deadline of the Sunday, August 29 th ! 
 

Any questions?   If you are having trouble logging into the system, or if you have ques-

tions in general about the program, please call Gretchen Capo or Stephanie Van Horn.  

Thanks in advance for supporting Scrip and helping our school!  
 

Donõt forget to check out Scrip to Go on Fridays! 

Cub Scouts  

 

Are you interested in joining Cub 

Scouts?   All boys in Grades 1 -5 are eligi-

ble.  Please attend our information night in 

Ross Hall on Thursday, August 26th at 

6:30 pm.  Pizza will be available for pur-

chase at 6:15 pm. 
 

Also, save the date for our annual canoe 

trip to Sugar Creek on Sunday, August 

29th.  
 

If you have questions, please contact 

Merrick Mossman or Chrissy Didat.  

 

Donõt forget to return student 

vaccination information to the  

school office.  

PTO Thank Yous  

 

PTO volunteers have been busy during the summer and more recently here in August as 

school was beginning to start.  

Thank you to Noelle King for presenting the Kindergarten Orientation and ice 

cream social last Wednesday evening.   Kindergarteners and parents new to SPX 

appreciate meeting each other and receiving important information about "routine" 

school procedures.   Thanks to the junior high students who led the Kindergarteners 

on their scavenger hunt.  

Thank you to Kristen Quarto  for coordinating School Supply lists, and orders from 

Innisbrook.   Students will be happy to see their supply boxes on their desks today.  

Many thanks to  Brett Fischer  and his maintenance  staff  for their exceptional work 

on the school and classrooms again this summer!  

Thank you to Carol Beatty and Kassy McPherson for organizing  the Welcome Back 

Coffee  on the first day of school! The event was well -attended and parents enjoyed 

catching up with each other and meeting new families. Thanks also to 

the  spiritwear, recess , and many PTO chairpersons who attended to share infor-

mation and recruit additional volunteers for their programs and events.  

Thank you to Gretchen Capo  and Stephanie VanHorn  for coordinating SCRIP and 

reminding our parishioners, school families, and staff about the only "free -money 

fundraiser" offered thru the school/parish.   What better way to earn cash for the 

school & tuition assistance!  

Thanks to Sue Kempf (and Erin Dorsey) for organizing the student ice cream social  

last Friday.   A favorite of our students' -  delicious and cool on a hot day.   

Thanks to Ellie Hawes  for coordinating all the Room Parents for this school year, 

and to all the parents who volunteered for these positions!   We couldn't do it with-

out you! 

Looking for Ways  

to Get Involved?  

 

PTO needs volunteers for:  

The Hobby Show needs new chairper-

son(s) for its event on Jan 31, 2011.  Previ-

ous committee members will continue to 

work on this event.  

The School Lunch Team  needs some-

one to handle GFS (Gordon Food Service) 

orders.  The current Chairperson will train 

you to inventory supplies weekly and place 

orders.  
 

If you have any interest in these posi-

tions, contact Cathy Nickerson 

(canickerson@sbcglobal.net ). 

mailto:canickerson@sbcglobal.net
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:canickerson@sbcglobal.net


Assignment Notebooks are 

available for purchase in 

the school office for  

 $3.50 each.  
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The CYO Chess League will be Starting Soon!  

 

We need the help of a parent or parishioner who can help coach the kids.   (We 

have a coordinator but need coaches to assist the kids!)  Each team will consist of four 

somewhat experienced players, which may be a combination of boys and girls of the 

same age group.  The league will be divided into three distinct age groups:       

* 3rd Grade and Under      * 6th Grade and Under     * 8th Grade and Under  
 

Please let me know if your son or daughter is interested in playing with the CYO Chess 

League by Friday, September 10th.  We hope to have great participation from St. Pius 

X.  Please contact Melinda Nash if you are interested.  

Bibles for incoming 6th 

graders will also be  

available for purchase in 

the school office for $25.  

RCIA & RCIC  

 

You are welcome at RCIA ! 

To all parents of St. Pius X students, if you have considered joining the Catholic 

faith, or if God is calling you to look more closely at the Catholic faith, you are welcome 

at any time.  

We have ongoing òInquiryó sessions throughout the year, which are informative yet 

informal.  They are typically held in Shalom house on Tuesday evenings at 7pm.  

We will also be starting formal RCIA  (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

classes for those who may be interested in the initiation process.  We begin on 

Wednesday, September 8 at 7pm in the church  with a òWelcome to RCIA Informa-

tion Nightó. 

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Alexa Sifuentes, Di-

rector of Religious Education, (257 -1085 or asifuentes@spxparish.org ). 
 

RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation of Children):  

If you have children who are older than 2 nd grade, and have yet to receive sacraments 

(Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist), please contact Alexa Sifuentes  to discuss options 

for sacramental preparation.  

Speech Therapy  

 

Joan Bindner, Speech Therapist, is again 

tutoring children experiencing difficulty 

with articulation (i.e. substituting incorrect 

sounds for the correct sounds).  Examples 

include but are not limited to substitution 

of "w" for the "r" sound, "w" for the "l" 

sound, "f" for the "th" sound, frontal lisp 

for the "s" and "z" sounds, etc. She has 

been tutoring for several years and can 

work with children here at school or you 

could arrange for speech tutoring at a dif-

ferent location.  
 

Her philosophy is that the sooner the 

sounds are corrected, the better.  
 

Correct articulation helps with reading and 

spelling, and can improve a child's self -

confidence.  

Childrenõs Liturgy on Sundays 

 

We are looking for Moms or Dads interested in helping with the Children's Liturgy of 

the Word on Sunday mornings.   It is very simple, fun, and we provide the training!   If 

you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Alexa Sifuentes (257 -

1085 or asifuentes@spxparish.org ).  Thank you. 

mailto:asifuentes@spxparish.org
mailto:asifuentes@spxparish.org

