
CONTACT INFORMATION : 

SPX School Office:  466 -3361 

Web: www.spxcatholicschool.org  

Email newsletter articles to stensond@lei.org  

**Articles are due on Thursdays at noon**  

The first school mass of the year will 

be celebrated on  

 Wed, August 18 th  at 8:15 am  

 All are welcome!  

* The SPX School Staff will plan mass.  

* Please note: We have a new start time for 

school massñit now starts at 8:15 am.  

School 

Mass 

Notes:  

Dates to Remember  

8/16 First Day of School 
8/16 Welcome Back Coffee at 8 am 
8/17 All Kindergarten dismiss at 12 noon 
        Grades 1-8 dismiss at 3:00/3:15 pm 
8/18 Used Uniform Sale in Ross Hall 
 7;30-9:30 am / 2:00-3:30 pm 
8/18 School Mass at 8:15 am 
8/20 Student Ice Cream Social - 1:30 pm 
8/20 First Scrip to Go 
8/22 Online Scrip Order due by midnight 
8/24 Back to School Night (Gr 6 -8) 
 6:30 pm in church then school  
8/24 September Lunch Orders due 
8/26 PTO Chairpersons Meeting 
 8:15 am in Church Rooms 3 & 4 
8/27 PTO  Spell-A-Thon Kickoff 
8/31 Back to School Night (Gr K -5) 
 6:30 pm in church then school  
9/6  Labor Day - No School 
9/10 Teacher Friday 
 Dismissal at 1:00/1:15 pm  
10/14-15 8th Grade Retreat- St. Meinrad 
10/15 Teacher Friday 

Send articles to stensond@lei.org  

                 CONFIDENCE  

The belief that you can succeed.  
 

òI can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.ó 

                                ñ Philippians 4:13 

August  

Gospel 

Value:  

PRINCIPALôS CORNER 
 Welcome back to St. Pius X for  

another exciting and education - filled year!  

As is usually the case, the summer has flown by, but we are ready to embark on our 

new journey.  We are so happy to have all of you with us!  There are several things 

that we would like to highlight in this our first communication of the year.  
 

New Staff :  We want to welcome several new faces to our staff.  Please introduce 

yourselves when you see them:  

Ms. Marti Faist ñMTM Program   

Mrs. Nicole Lewis ñ K-8 Art  

Mr. Colin Miley ñ7th  & 8 th  Math  

Mr. Andrew Worth ñK-8 Spanish 
 

Mrs. Lewis  is a graduate of Ball State University and has taught the last sev-

eral years in Lebanon, IN.  Her specialties are Ceramics, Printmaking, and Art His-

tory.  Currently she has work on display at the Indianapolis Art Center.  

Mr. Miley  is a graduate of Millikin University with a B.S. in mathematics.  He 

completed his education degree at Marian University last year.  He has taught two 

years at Sycamore School and one year at Lawrence North High School.  He is also 

the head coach for the Lawrence North Soccer team.  

Mr. Worth  graduated from Indiana University in 2008 with a degree in Span-

ish.  He has been fortunate to spend the academic year of 2007 -08 studying in 

Spain and the summer of 2009 studying in Bogota, Columbia.  

Ms. Faist  is a counselor and social worker who will be here one day per week (in 

addition to Mrs. Baratz). She has served in this position at St. Monica in the past.  
 

òMore than Meó:  The MTM program is a new initiative to teach our children that 

life is about òMore than Meó.  It will help them develop social skills and social re-

sponsibility so that they can avoid bullying each other as well as other negative be-

haviors.  They will know where to go for help and suggestions on how to handle trou-

bling situations.  Ms. Faist will work to provide our children with the tools they need 

to work together in a Christian community.  Her position has been funded through 

the generosity of two anonymous school families.  What we do always affects other 

people in some way.  My actions affect More than Me ! 
 

Middle School Task Force : The Middle School Task Force was formed in May as an 

ad hoc committee of the School Commission.  It was charged with finding ways to 

create a positive Middle School Environment, revise the Discipline Policy to make it 

more clear, increase student leadership in the Middle School, and find ways that 

parents can positively enhance the Middle School atmosphere. We have worked all 

summer to revise the Discipline Policy which will be in the Student Handbook.  We 

will highlight these in future newsletters after the handbook is printed and you 

have had a chance to review it.  Thanks to Caroline Doebbeling, Debbie Wooldridge, 

Scott Schrader, Mike Huntine, Maura Lee, and Rhesa Hansen for serving with both 

Theresa and I in accomplishing the work of this committee.  
 

Uniforms :  We have also made a few changes to the uniform.  4 th -8th  Grade girls may 

select a kilt available from SchoolBelles as well as the traditional uniform skirt or 

skort.  Shirts and sweatshirts may now be ordered from the Lands End catalogue as 

well as purchased at SchoolBelles.  Use pius as the code word when ordering from  

Lands End. Please take note that only clear nail polish  is allowed at school.  All stu-

dents who have on colored nail polish will be sent to the office to remove it. Please 

refer to the Student Handbook (when you receive it) for all uniform questions or 

changes. 

PRINCIPALSõ CORNER CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

 

 

Welcome Back! 
A big WELCOME to 
the new teachers and 

new families 
joining SPX this year! 
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SCHOOL LUNCH BOX  

 

 Welcome families to SPX School 

Lunch, aka Feasts for Hungry Panthers!  
 

 PTO-sponsored school lunches begin Septem-

ber 1 and are offered on Tuesdays, Wednes-

days and Fridays in September through 

May.  Each year the school lunch team  plans 

lunch menus taking into consideration student 

preferences, parent input, nationwide trends 

in school lunch programs  and goals for the 

program. 
 

The September menu is enclosed along with 

instructions on ordering lunches  using the on-

line order system.   Please review the school 

lunch policies too.  

  September lunch orders are due  

August 24 at midnight.  
 

Payments may be returned via the enclosed 

Lunch Payment envelope each month. 
 

 We are always recruiting for volunteers to 

staff our lunch crews!   If you find you have a 

few hours to give please join one of our crews 

by contac t ing  Kath leen Prech te l 

(KMPrechtel@aol.com). 
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Teacher Newsletters on Edline  

Please check Edline each week for Teacher 

Newsletters.  If you have difficultly finding 

the newsletter, please ask your childõs teacher 

for instructions.  You will also find newsletters 

from the Junior High teachers in one newslet-

ter and the Specials teachers will also have a 

newsletter sharing what students are doing in 

their classes!  

PRINCIPALSõ CORNER Continued 

 

Teacher Preparation : The teachers have had four days of meetings to 

prepare for our year.  One day was spent in Professional Development based on 

the book Teach With Your Strengths.   This summer each teacher read this book 

and determined their own five top strengths.  At the meeting, we discussed how 

we can use these to provide our students with an excellent education.  We also 

discovered ways in which we can call upon each otherõs strengths to supplement 

our own. 
   

Newsletter :  We are still planning to go to a paperless newsletter.  We still have 

to iron out some details, so for a while you will still get the newsletter on Mon-

day.   
 

Math:  The òAccelerated Math Programó will also begin in a few weeks. This will 

supplement our regular Math curriculum.  It takes an individualized approach to 

increasing student math proficiency.  This program was funded through the PTO.  
 

Mass:  Mass will be celebrated on Wednesdays at 8:15 am instead of 8:30 am.  

Please join us for these special celebrations.  Our opening Mass for the year will 

be this Wednesday, August 18 th , at 8:15 am.  Seeing our children participate at 

the celebration of Christõs sacrifice for us is a moving experience. 
 

Hot Lunch :  If you ordered hot lunch before school ended last spring, then these 

lunches will begin tomorrow, August 17 th .  See the School Lunch Box for more 

information on ordering for August.  
 

Computers :  Finally, we have had to install a new server for the technology pro-

gram.  This has caused some glitches.  Some of our e -mails have been sent to 

òQuarantineó.  If you have contacted a teacher by e-mail and have not heard 

from him or her, please send another e -mail.  They all know to check their quar-

antine folders until this is ironed out.  For those new to our school, you will 

need to meet with Mrs. Bastnagel in the computer lab in order to activate your 

Edline Account.  This will allow you to receive all correspondence from the school 

including e-mails, newsletters, hot lunch and Scrip ordering, and access to your 

childõs grades.  She has set aside time on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:45-

8:30 am and on Wednesdays from 2:00 -3:00 pm to help you with this activation. 

Again, we want to say òWelcome Back, Panthersó! 

                                                      ñBill and Theresa  

 

Walking Home from School?  

 

Any student who plans to walk home from 

school must provide the school written permis-

sion from a parent.  Without this permission, we 

cannot allow the child to walk home.  

IMPORTANT:  Immunization Records  

 

Last Spring, SPX School received notification of changes in the state required 

immunizations for students for the 2010 -2011 school year. 
 

Kindergarten students must now have had the chicken pox or have been vaccinated 

with 2 doses of the vaccine.  Students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades must also have 2 

doses of the chicken pox vaccine, plus they need to have the tetanus, diphtheria, 

acellular pertussis vaccine (Tdap) and the Meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4 -

Menactra).  
 

If you have any questions, please call the Indiana State Department of Health 

Immunization Program at (800) 701 -0704.  
 

If your child has had the chicken pox, we need the date in the school records.  

At the end of last school year, we requested an immunization record  

for each child.  If you have not sent them in yet,  

please send them to the school office no later than SEPTEMBER 1st ! 

Whatõs the buzzzzz...? 

 

Spell - A- Thon 2010  

Kick- off  and Student Celebration  

Friday, August 27th!  

mailto:KMPrechtel@aol.com


Newsletter Deadlines  

 

Diane Stenson will again organize the 

weekly Purple and Gold Rush newsletter.  

To place articles in the newsletter, you may 

email items to her at:  

stensond@lei.org  

If you forget her email you will find it on 

EVERY issue under the Dates to Remember 

box!  When you do email her an article, 

please make sure that you receive a re-

sponse from Diane within a day or two (or 

less) so you can be assured that she re-

ceived it!  (Please note that articles pre-

sented may be edited for spacing.)   
 

Deadlines for the newsletter are  

THURSDAYS at NOON  

this way the newsletter is ready for volun-

teers to stuff on Monday morning!  

PTO Ice Cream Social  

 

SPX students will celebrate the 

beginning of the school year with 

the annual Ice Cream Social on  

 Friday, August 20th at 1:30 pm.  

Please remember to send in the items you 

volunteered to provide!  We will collect the 

donations as students arrive to school.  

Please make sure you are Virtus trained if 

you are volunteering to scoop at the social!  

Please call Sue Kempf if you have ques-

tions.   

Back to School Nights  

 

Parents are invited to join us for Back to School Night which is scheduled for Tuesday, 

August 24th for 6 -8th  grade parents and Tuesday, August 31st  for K -5th  grade par-

ents.  Parents are invited to a brief presentation in the church beginning at 6:30 pm.  

Following this presentation, you will be invited to join individual teachers in the school 

classrooms for a brief overview of the year.  They will also be available to answer any 

general questions you have.  

Many thanks to Brett 

Fischer and his maintenance 

staff for their hard work on 

the school and classrooms 

this summer!  Thanks much!  

Volunteer Requirements - Virtus Training  

 

In order to volunteer at the school, three conditions must be met.  Volunteers need to 

sign two forms, one that authorizes a background check (a $16 fee is required) and 

another that certifies you have read the Archdiocesan Child Protection Policy.  You can 

obtain these forms in the school office.  Volunteers also must remember to complete 

Virtus Training.  This includes attending a Virtus Training Session AND completing 

monthly online training bulletins .  For more information on training dates, please  go 

to www.virtus.org and click on òRegistration.ó  To check if your online training bulletins 

are up to date, go to www.virtus.org, log on, and then click the Training tab and then 

òTraining Compliance.ó 
 

Upcoming Virtus Training in the local area : 

Sat, August 21st - 9:00 am - Holy Angels  

Mon, August 23rd - 7:00 pm - St. Christopher  

Tue, August 24th ð 6:30 pm ð St. Mark the Evangelist  

Tue, September 7th ð 6:00 pm ð St. Simon the Apostle  

Sat, September 11th - 9:00 am - St. Lawrence  

Sat, September 18th ð 9:00 am ð St. Joan of Arc  

Sat, September 25th - 9:00 am - Holy Spirit  

Go to Virtus.org to sign up for any of these training dates. Some class sizes are limited.  

Assignment Notebooks are 

available for purchase in 

the school office for  

 $3.50 each.  
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Bibles for incoming 6th 

graders will also be  

available for purchase in 

the school office for $25.  

Spell -A-Thon Buzzzzz Alert  

 

The SPX PTO is excited to present the 5th Annual Spell -A-Thon!  Spell-A-

Thon is the PTO's main fundraiser that directly involves our SPX students 

and has proven in past years to be a HUGE success!   All of the money 

raised from this event will go directly to the school and will be used to enhance our 

educational programs and equipment.   The Spell -A-Thon Kickoff and Student Celebra-

tion will be on Friday, August 27th .  Other important dates, information,  and dead-

lines will be sent home next week.   Get Ready....Get Set....BUZZZZZ!  

PTO Chairpersons Meeting  

 

The PTO Chairpersonõs Meeting is set for Thursday, August 26th at 8:15 am 

in church meeting rooms 3 & 4.   All PTO Chairpersons are asked to  attend and  receive 

information to assist you in planning your event.   Refreshments will be available, and 

younger children are welcome to attend.  
 

For more information or questions, please contact PTO President, Cathy Nickerson 

(canickerson@sbcglobal.net ). 

Keep an eye out for SPXtras!  

 

SPXtras are extracurricular classes offered after school and held at the school.  We 

will offer xtras for all grades.  Watch for the registration form and class descriptions 

to come home in a Monday folder in September.   We are working on some fun and dif-

ferent offerings!  If you have any questions, contact Erin Dorsey -

Erindorsey@comcast.net  or Christine Marsella ( c.marsella@yahoo.com). 

mailto:canickerson@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Erindorsey@comcast.net
mailto:c.marsella@yahoo.com


CYO Chess League will be Starting Soon!  

 

We need the help of a parent or parishioner who will help coach the kids.   (We have 

a coordinator but need coaches to assist the kids!)  Each team will consist of four play-

ers, which may be a combination of boys and girls of the same age group.  The league will 

be divided into three distinct age groups:       

* 3rd Grade and Under      * 6th Grade and Under     * 8th Grade and Under  
 

We hope to have great participation from St. Pius X students.  If your son or daughter 

is interested in playing with the CYO Chess League, please contact Melinda Nash (705 -

0158) by Friday, September 10th.  
 

Chess Classes:  Did you know that chess classes are fun and help with math and decision 

making skills?  "Learning Through Games" will teach classes in a child friendly way for 

beginner to advanced players during lunch and recess.  If interested, please send your 

child's name, grade, parent contact information, phone numbers, and email address along 

with a check for $72 for 12 sessions to Aaron Dean, 6273 Delaware Street, Indianapolis 

46220.  If you have questions, please contact Aaron Dean directly 

(adean@learningthroughgames.com).  You can also contact Melinda Nash.  
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PTO Teacher Appreciation Lunches  

 

The PTO provides teachers with one lunch per month.    We need volunteers to bring in 

Pitch -in type food depending on the theme of the lunch.   We also need plates, napkins, 

cups, soda, and help with clean up and tear down.   This committee is perfect for those 

of you with little time, because you can drop it off the morning of the lunch and forget 

about it!   You donõt even have to help out every monthñjust when itõs convenient.  If you 

are interested in helping with this committee (the Teachers LOVE it!), please contact 

Susan Wolfla ( swolfla@att.net ). 

Recess Supervisors  

 

We only need a few more positions to com-

plete the playground roster for this yearõs 

Recess Supervisors.  Our goal is to have 

two Recess Supervisors available each day 

from 11:20 am to 1 pm.  If you are inter-

ested in volunteering (or you can be paid 

for this position), please contact Melinda 

Nash (melindanash@earthlink.net ).   
 

Positions still needed are : 

 Mondays - 2 people 
 

Recess Supervisors are also in need of 

substitutes.  Please email Melinda Nash if 

you can help substitute.  If you find a 

partner to work with you, you can alter-

nate weeks with them.  Thank you to eve-

ryone who participates in these positions!  

Your work is important to keep students 

safe on our playground!  
 

 Thanks, Melinda, for helping to recruit 

and coordinate the Recess Supervisors!  

Looking for Ways  

to Get Involved?  

 

PTO needs volunteers for:  

The Hobby Show needs new chairper-

son(s) for its event on Jan 31, 2011.  Previ-

ous committee members will continue to 

work on this event.  

The School Lunch Team  needs some-

one to handle GFS (Gordon Food Service) 

orders.  The current Chairperson will train 

you to inventory supplies weekly and place 

orders.  
 

If you have any interest in these posi-

tions, contact Cathy Nickerson 

(canickerson@sbcglobal.net ). 

SCRIP has a NEW LOOK!  

 

Check out new on-line ordering system!     www.shopwithscrip.com   
 

Use your email address on file as the user name and the default password of 

scrip123.  (Make sure you change it once you log in the first time).  You will then have 

access to Great Lakes entire list of vendors, as well as our local vendors.  You can 

choose to pay using a checking account number by signing up for the PrestoPay option.  

There are now also over two dozen vendors that allow reloads of cards that were previ-

ously purchased through Great Lakes!  
 

Our first deadline of the year is Sunday, August 22 nd! 
 

Any questions?   If you are having trouble logging into the system, or if you have ques-

tions in general about the program, please call Gretchen Capo or Stephanie Van Horn.  

Thanks in advance for supporting Scrip and helping our school!  
 

Donõt forget to check out Scrip to Go on Friday, August 20th! 

Back to School Used Uniform Sale  

 

Weõre back to school and you may have found that your kidõs shorts just donõt 

fit the same.  Stop by the Used Uniform sale on Wednesday, August 18 th  and 

replenish your supply of shorts, shirts and pants!  Bring your coffee, have a 

donut on us and browse the great selection of gently used (great priced) uni-

form clothing.  The sale will run from 7:30 am to 9:30 am and from 2:00 pm to 

3:30 pm Wednesday, August 18 th in Ross Hall.  Donõt miss it! 
 

Also, if you have recently purged closets in preparation for the new school year and have 

uniform or spirit wear items that no longer fit, please bring them in to the school!  They 

will be a welcome addition to our inventory!  

 

Donõt forget to return student 

vaccination information to the  

school office.  

mailto:adean@learningthroughgames.com
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